Strawberry s View Point

Newsletter

FOINT THE WAY
Calendar of Events

APR 1: APRIL FOOL'S DAY

APR. 2: City Council Meeting
City Hall, 6:00 pm

APR 3. Strawberry Days Committee
All Events Meeting, Franklir
Banquet Room, 5:30 pm

APR 9: Chamber Board Meeting
Franklin Hotel at 4:00 PM

(NEW TIME-THIS TIME ONLY)
All Chamber Members
Presence & Input Welcome

APR 16: City Council Meeting
City Hall, 6:00 pm

APR 22: Earth Day
APR 23: (AP Week: April 20-26)

APR 23 Chamber Board Meeting
Franklin Hotel at Noon
All Chamber Members
Presence & Input Welcome

APR 25:

APR 30: City Council Meeting
City Hall, 6:00 pm

MAY 3: City Wide Garage Sale

JUNE 13, 14, 15: STRAWBERRY
DAYS! Let’s go Beverly Hillbillies
With “Strawberry Hillbillies”
If you have an event or an article for
our next newsletter, call 933-2081

or email rkernels@iowatelecom.net
by APR 22.

See Page 2
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FOCAL POINT
PROGRESS AWARD

The Chamber Board is developing ways
to increase our awareness of what's
happening in and around our community.
One way to accomplish this goal is the
Progress Award. This award will be given
to a business or individual who makes a
new investment in Strawberry Point. A
new Investment could be a change in
property, a change in attitude, or any
change that shows confidence in our
community. When the award is presented
by the Board of Directors, the Press
Journal will run a story and picture to
publicize the event. In that way, the award
as well as the publication in the paper will
show our appreciation for those who make
the effort to improve Strawberry Point's
economy and community spirit. The Board
would like your help in identifying those
activities that could be recognized with a
Progress Award. Tell any Board member
or call Dana at 933-2081.

Celebrate Earth Day & Arbor
(> o

HIIGHI POINT
UMGC AWARDS GRANT TO
SWIM TEAM BOOSTERS

An Upper Mississippi Gaming Corporatiaway as Germany.

(UMGC)grant in the amount of $5,174.92
was awarded to the Strawberry Point
Swim Team Boosters to build a shaded
area within the fenced-in area of the
swimming pool. Thirty-nine requests for a
total of about $430,000 were received by
the UMGC Board of Directors but only
62,467.75 was awarded and fortunately
this project was chosen. The fenced-in
area will provide shade to swimmers and
on-lookers as well as a storage area for
the pool cover. For those of us who use
the swimming pool, this is a fantastic
addition and it should be a drawing card
for others who haven’t used our pool. No
longer will swimmers in need of shade
have to leave the pool area. Cont'd pg 2

Dana Rowcliffe, Editor

POINT'S PRIDE

PROGRESS AWARD TO DRI

Roll-O-Matic to Expand!

Rich Schmelzer, President of
Development Resources of lowa,
has a lot to be excited about this
spring, and I'm not referring to the
warm weather that is soon to
arrive! (Aren’t we all excited about
that?) DRI, Inc., manufacturer of
the Roll-O-Matic, a high quality
dairy curtain that is sold world wide
is about to expand in building size
and employee strength. Due to
Rich’s successful business, he will
be building an additional 10,000
square feet and adding 13 new
employees. On March 26, Rich
presented his company to several
Chamber of Commerce members
and was presented with our first
“Chamber of Commerce Progress
Award” by Chamber President,
Dana Rowcliffe.

| was one of the lucky Chamber
members who attended this tour,
and although | have been to D.R.I.
on several occasions, | was again
taken with the entrepreneurial spirit
of Rich Schmelzer. Rich shared
with us that in just 5 years his
company had gone from producing
about $120,000 of business to over
$3,000,000 in 2007! D.R.l., Inc is
installing curtains throughout the
Midwest, as far away as Texas and
California, into Canada, and
requests have come from as far
I know that
much of Rich’s success is due not
only to his hard work and vision,
but because of his fantastic staff of
employees in his shop, on the
road, and in his office. On each of
my visits to DRI, | have been
impressed with how dedicated and
pleasant everyone is.

On behalf of the Strawberry
Point Chamber of Commerce, we
extend our congratulations and
thanks to Development Resources
of lowa and to Rich Schmelzer for
building, growing, and succeeding
here in Strawberry Point!

Terese Jurgensen, Director
Strawberry Point Development  Fund




CHAMBER BOARD MARCH ACTIVIT

The Board met on March 12" & 26™
Motions approved:
» Spring Fling cancelled
* Chris Tuetken’s band to play June 15
at Inger Park
» Chamber Fundraiser, Barefoot Becky
Bottoms Up, June 13. 4:00 -8:00 pm
* www.dish-n-tunes ads for 1 year
* Decline ads with Telegraph Herald
Vacationland
* Ad in Press Journal for Chamber
Newsletter to get email addresses
» Stamp number on Chamber bucks
& sell at Press Journal & both banks
» Gambling license application for
Strawberry Days carnival games
» Brenda Lincoln, Chamber secretary
* Alternative times for Board Meetings
Discussions included:
 Chris Kaufmann poster design for
Strawberry Days & design business
directory
* “No Parking Parade Route” signs
can't be found.
» Farmers Market, Inger Park, 2008
* Prizes for Christmas tree Festival
haven't been awarded
« Strawberry Days planning progress
» Nominations for Progress Awards
* Chamber promote swimming pool.
Visits:
On March 13, Chris Tuetken of
Strawberry Drug & Sue Meyer, Meyer
Tax Service, were presented with their
first dollar of profit as a welcome to
Strawberry Point. On the 26", Board
members visited DRI, Inc for a tour and
presentation of the first progress
award. On both occasions the Press
Journal took pictures & interviewed
those receiving awards.

Page 2

Cont'd UMGC Award
. | for one will appreciate it when | take
my grandchildren swimming, including
the little ones who can't take all that
sunshine. | know mothers with babies
will appreciate being able to keep them
in the shade while they watch their
older children swim. | am sure Berry
Tender Child Care will appreciate it
since they come to the pool weekly
during the summer time. When | asked
Jackie Opperman when this project
might be completed, she said “work will
begin as soon as possible, weather
permitting (a huge factor). We hope to
have it completed by Memorial Day.”
Jackie also commented that ALL of the
labor for this project has been donated
(concrete work, electrical, and shade
construction) by local contractors in our
community and there is broad-based
community support with pledges as
well. In fact, that community support is
one factor that made the swim team
booster’'s project unique for
consideration by the UMGC board. On
behalf of the Strawberry Point
Chamber of Commerce, we extend our
appreciation to the Upper Mississippi
Gaming Corporation for all the
opportunities that they provide to the
communities in our area. And we
especially extend our congratulations

STRAWBERRY DAYS
Every year hundreds of hours go into
planning and implementing our
annual event, Strawberry Days.
People have different reasons for
working on this event. It may be that
an organization they belong to is
having a fundraiser or it may be a
way for a business or organization to
show appreciation to the community.
It may simply be a way to have fun.
For the Chamber of Commerce it is a
way to showcase Strawberry Point to
people outside our community as
well as show appreciation to those
who support us. New people visiting
Strawberry Point are likely to spend
money here — that's what we want
them to do as a way to boost our
economy. The Chamber’'s goal for
2008 is to involve all businesses and
organizations in Strawberry Days.
The Old Fashion Carnival provides a
forum for  organizations and
businesses to host a fundraiser on
Saturday. June 14th. These games
will give area families and visiting
families fun, safe activities. If you
aren’t involved in Strawberry Days
I'm asking you to join us by
sponsoring a carnival event. Call me
at 933-2081. Help make Strawberry
Point the place to be on June 13-15.,

and thanks to the Swim Team Boosters
for their efforts in obtaining this grant
and in all they do to support the
Strawberry Point Swimming Pool.
Their efforts will continue to keep our
swimming pool open for all of us to
use.

Dana Rowcliffe

President, Chamber of Comme. &

Strawberry Point Swimming Pool

>
Purchase Season Pass bédfore 2&
SAVE!
Family $80.
Individual $40
Sitter/Companion $35

Price Increase after June 2, 2008

BAREFOOT BECKY
Chamber of Commerce will host a
fundraiser on Friday, June 13, at
Bottom’s Up, from 4:00-8:00 pm
with a performance from Barefoot
Becky. Mix 3 cups of German-style
polka music with 1 cup of Czech
music, and a half-cup each of
country, big band, and party
favorites, and you've got a recipe
for fun with a band that's really
cookin' That's what you get when
you see a live performance
featuring Barefoot Becky & the
Ivanhoe Dutchmen, a group based
out of Mt Vernon, lowa. The band,
featuring Becky Livermore on
accordion and vocals, has been
performing throughout the United
States since 1988. People
remember the band best by two
things: Becky's bare feet! People
seemed to think it was pretty funny
and have really come to expect it!
Mark your calendars so you don’t
miss the fun!!

www.barefootbecky.com




